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Abstract


Much debate has incurred over the ability of sport to build character and promote good morals. The purpose of this study was to examine how Ultimate teams understeood the concept of Spirit of the Game and reveal what orientations dominated their moral reasoning. Understanding how sportmanship, as  a moral category, is able to govern the sport of Ultimate could greatly influence existing moral standards in sport, and establish the efficiency of self-regulation. Six Ultimate teams competing in the xoxo NYL Tournament of the Philippine Ultimate Association  participated in the study. Focus group discussions were held with 3 to 5 members of each team. 


Results revealed manay different themes that Ultimate teams associated with Spirit of the Game; those were classified under four moral orientations. Themes under the normative order orientattion were Knowledge of Rules and Self-Regulation. The utility consequences orientation surfaced through the themes Safety and Flow. The combination of these two orientations was considered Type A moral reasoning. Type B reasoning was more dominant across the discussions, consisting of the justice or fairness and ideal self orientations. Themes under the justcice or fairness orientations. The ideal self orientation was the most frequently cited with themes on Camaraderie and Friendship, Good Condut, Respect and Emotional Management. This study showed that Ultimate preserved mature moral reasoning (Type B) in its players.  This goes against the notion that sport tolerates compromised moral values. Through Spirit of the Game, Ultimate institutionalizes  good morals and teams see sportmanship as the norm participants must follow. 
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